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• It was passed to help increase awareness of assistive technology, access to 
assistive technology and acquisition of assistive technology.

• Originally passed in 1988 and was reauthorized in 1994, 1998, 2004, and 
2022. The current reauthorization lasts through FY 2026.

• When it was reauthorized in 2004, it was converted from a competitive 
grant program to a formula grant program (a grant that is typically awarded 
based on a formula) for State AT Programs (Section 4 formula grantees) and 
Protection and Advocacy AT Programs (Section 5 formula grantees).

• When it was reauthorized in 2022, the goal was to update and modernize 
it, which would increase access to assistive technology devices and 
assistive technology services for individuals with disabilities. Specific 
changes include expanding the scope of certain technical assistance to 
support grant recipients with data collection, increasing collaboration 
between agencies that are implementing certain assistive technology 
grants and state agencies that receive other sources of federal funding for 
this technology, and adding a more specific focus on older adults in these 
programs.

• In FY 2005, Congress amended the AT Act to eliminate the separate 
Alternative Financing Program (statewide programs that help people with 
any disability get the financing they need for assistive technology) 
authorization and instead authorized an AT State grant program that is 
inclusive of financing activities (which is helpful for low income 
populations), including alternative financing loan programs. Each State 
Grant for Assistive Technology program includes financing activities. 

• In FY 2015 through this fiscal year, congress has continuously appropriated 
funding apart from the AT Act for the purposes of creating Alternative 
Financing program grants.

• There are currently 56 State Assisted Technology programs for 
approximately 50,000,000 individuals with disabilities in the United States.

History of the AT Act

*Many bullet points contain direct quotes from websites



2004 Amendment
‘‘Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

‘‘Sec. 2. Findings and purposes.

‘‘Sec. 3. Definitions.

‘‘Sec. 4. State grants for assistive technology.

‘‘Sec. 5. State grants for protection and advocacy services 

related to assistive technology.

‘‘Sec. 6. National activities.

‘‘Sec. 7. Administrative provisions.

‘‘Sec. 8. Authorization of appropriations.

*This presentation covers aspects in sections: 2, 4 & 7 
(link to the full amendment is on slides 1 & 4)



Sec. 2. Findings and purposes
Findings:
• Over 54,000,000 individuals in the United States have 

disabilities, with almost half experiencing severe disabilities 
that affect their ability to see, hear, communicate, reason, 
walk, or perform other basic life functions.
• Technologies impact upon the lives of individuals with 

disabilities in the United States has been comparable to its 
impact upon the remainder of the citizens of the United 
States

Purposes:
• To support State efforts to improve the provision of assistive 

technology to individuals with disabilities through 
comprehensive statewide programs of technology-related 
assistance, for individuals with disabilities of all ages
• To provide States with financial assistance that supports 

programs designed to maximize the ability of individuals 
with disabilities and their family members, guardians, 
advocates, and authorized representatives to obtain 
assistive technology devices and assistive technology 
services



Sec. 4. State grants for assistive 
technology

Some of the State level activities:
The State shall support State financing activities to increase access to, 
and funding for, assistive technology devices and assistive technology 
services (which shall not include direct payment for such a device or 
service for an individual with a disability but may include support and 
administration of a program to provide such payment), including 
development of systems to provide and pay for such devices and 
services, for targeted individuals and entities described in section 
3(16)(A).

Money allocation by state begins on slide 8

DEVICE REUTILIZATION PROGRAMS:
The State shall directly, or in collaboration with public or private 
entities, carry out assistive technology device reutilization 
programs that provide for the exchange, repair, recycling, or other 
reutilization of assistive technology devices, which may include 
redistribution through device sales, loans, rentals, or donations 
(Similar deal with device loan programs).



Sec 4 continued

…from a portion of the 
remainder of the funds after 
the Secretary makes the 
allotments described in clause 
(i), the Secretary shall— ‘‘(I) 
from 50 percent of the 
portion, allot to each State or 
outlying area an equal 
amount; and ‘‘(II) from 50 
percent of the portion, allot to 
each State or outlying area an 
amount that bears the same 
relationship to such 50 
percent as the population of 
the State or outlying area 
bears to the population of all 
States and outlying areas, until 
each State has received an 
allotment of not less than 
$410,000 and each outlying 
area has received an 
allotment of $125,000 under 
clause (i) and this clause…

Unfortunately, the 
statement of “until each 
State has received an 
allotment of not less 
than $410,000” has not 
always been met 
(according 
to:http://www.cfilc.org/
issues/issues.php?id=10
). CFLIC mentions that,  
“while we greatly 
appreciate the fact that 
the final FY 2014 budget 
provided an increase for 
the AT Act programs, 
the amount finally 
included was still 
insufficient for all states 
to receive the minimum 
grant authorized in the 
law in 2004 ($410,000).”

http://www.cfilc.org/issues/issues.php?id=10
http://www.cfilc.org/issues/issues.php?id=10


Sec. 7. Administrative provisions
In administering this Act, the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration shall ensure that 
programs funded under this Act will address the 
needs of individuals with disabilities of all ages, 
whether the individuals will use the assistive 
technology to obtain or maintain employment, 
to obtain education, or for other reasons

The Secretary shall assess the extent to which 
entities that receive grants under this Act are 
complying with the applicable requirements of 
this Act and achieving measurable goals that are 
consistent with the requirements of the grant 
programs under which the entities received the 
grants.

CORRECTIVE ACTION.—If the Secretary 
determines that an entity that receives a grant 
under this Act fails to substantially comply with 
the applicable requirements of this Act, or to 
make substantial progress toward achieving 
the measurable goals described in subsection 
(b)(1) with respect to the grant program, the 
Secretary shall assist the entity, through 
technical assistance funded under section 6 or 
other means, within 90 days after such 
determination, to develop a corrective action 
plan.



Money Allocation by State
https://acl.gov/about-acl/assistive-technology-act-funding-allocations 

*Enlarged on the next two slides

https://acl.gov/about-acl/assistive-technology-act-funding-allocations


*Connecticut = 
474,852



*Connecticut = 
50,000
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Thank you
For more information on Wheel It Forward, please go to
www.wheelitforwardusa.org
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